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Occupational 
deprivation

Stigmatisation

Lack of dementia 
awareness 

Aim of this study was to understand beliefs and 
perceptions relating to dementia in SSA. 
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The study consisted of a descriptive and explorative design 
in a cross sectional survey.

Tab. 1: Characteristics of respondents (n=1,642)

Category Description n %

Sex 
(n=1,690)

Female 
Male

1,059
573

64.9
35.1

Age (n=1,607) 20.7 ( 8.36)

Education 
(n=1,677)

Never visited any school 
Current pupil / went to school
Currently student / went to 

university  
Graduated from university 

11
1,086

260

49

0.8
77.2

18.5

3.5

Religion 
(n=1,382)

Christianity
Islam 
Traditional
Others 

1,292
79

4
7

93.5
5.7
0.3
0.5
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Dementia awareness of respondents

23 % have heard about 
dementia (n=364) 

Respondents who have 
heard about dementia tend to have

knowledge about dementia. 
(Fisher exact Test: p<0.001)

22 % have knowledge about 
dementia (n=343)

Respondents with a 
higher education have 

greater knowledge about dementia.                 
(Chi2 p<0.001)
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Dementia awareness vs. education

p=.000

Never visit school

Fig. Dementia awareness vs. education. Have you ever heard about dementia?; n=1,363

Pupil

Student

University graduated

Without 
awareness of dementia

With
awareness of dementia

0

9 % 

11 % 

34 % 

66 % 
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42%
(n=673)

58%
(n=929)

55%
(n=895)

45%
(n=736)

No

Yes

Fig. Believe in witchcraft as a spiritual power. 
Do you believe in witchcraft?; n=1,642

Fig. Fear of potential harm by witchcraft. 
Do you think witchcraft works?; n=1,642

Belief in witchcraft 

Ageing and forgetfulness in Sub-Saharan Africa.
WITCHCRAFT ACCUSATION DEPRIVES OLDER PEOPLE WITH DEMENTIA

OF PARTICIPATION

Page 7



Seite 8

Platz für Präsentationstitel, Forschungsprojekt, 

Autorenangaben. Diese Angaben können an dieser 

Stelle variabel platziert werden

46%
(n=748)

54%
(n=865)

Fig. Contact to a person which has been 

affected by witchcraft (n=1,613)

54%
(n=878)

46%
(n=734) Yes

No

Fig. Witchcraft belief in the family (n=1,612)

Accusation of witchcraft
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45%

40%

24% 23% 23%
21%

20%

Seeing dead
family members

Behaving
aggressive

Problems with
language

Memory
problems

Swearing at
others

Disorientation Forgetting things

Peoples behaviours linked to witchcraft

Ageing and forgetfulness in Sub-Saharan Africa.
WITCHCRAFT ACCUSATION DEPRIVES OLDER PEOPLE WITH DEMENTIA

OF PARTICIPATION

Page 9



Seite 10

Platz für Präsentationstitel, Forschungsprojekt, 

Autorenangaben. Diese Angaben können an dieser 

Stelle variabel platziert werden

“I lost my mind! Am I a witch?”
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STIGMA

EXCLUSION

LACKING

AWARENESS

Circular flow of missing awareness 
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Involving the younger generation
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“OUR VISION IS TO CREATE A SOCIETY

WHICH IS DEMENTIA FRIENDLY AND DEMENTIA LITERATE

WHERE A PERSON WITH DEMENTIA CAN LIVE

WITH DIGNITY AND HONOUR, 

WHICH HE/SHE DESERVES.”
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