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Percentage of pups attaching to a 

dam’s nipple (Alberts & Ronca, 2012)  



RESEARCH QUESTION

Is sensory overresponsivity in children 

aged 3 – 5 years associated with birth 

mode of delivery, and if so, what is the 

strength of the association?
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407 hospitals 203 hospitals
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85% of deliveries 15% of deliveries

CS rate 22.7%

(Barron et al, 2015)

CS rate 67.5%

(Council for Medical 

Schemes, 2016)



DATA COLLECTION TOOLS

1. Demographic 

questionnaire



DATA COLLECTION TOOLS

2. Short 

Sensory 

Profile 2nd ed.

Dunn 2014
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Variables VB (n=58) CS (n=34)

Maternal Age 26.9 (mean) (6.9sd) 32.4 (mean) (5.9sd)

frequency (%) frequency (%)

Socio-economic Low 24 (26%) 8 (9%)

Middle 25 (27%) 9 (10%)

High 9 (10%) 17 (18%)

Education Level ≤ Grade 11 25 (27%) 9 (10%)

Matric 23 (25%) 10 (11%)

Degree 10 (11%) 13 (14%)

Marital Status Single 21 (23%) 7 (8%)

Co-Habiting 12 (13%) 3 (3%)

Married 24 (26%) 22 (24%)



What is the prevalence of SOR 

according to birth method?
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GOING FORWARD…..

 Results analysed further

 Sensory modulation questionnaire 

needs to be developed for SA

 VB is associated with low socio-

economic status, poor education, poor 

nutrition, lack of stimulation, which could 

all be impacting on SOR

 How does sensory modulation develop 

in low socio-economic areas?
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