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“Work is at the heart of the philosophy and
practice of occupational therapy. In its
broadest sense, work, as productive
activity, Is the concern in almost all
therapy”

Karen Jacobs, 1991 (pxi)




Overview

Development of an undergraduate
vocational rehabilitation curriculum
framework for South African occupational

g therapists

Core curriculum themes

Novel consensus process




Research context - OT perspective

* Eight institutions of higher education
 Macro level — national education laws
 Meso level — Professional board

* Micro level - institutional autonomy

* Limited collegial curriculum collaboration

* No established collective voc rehab
curriculum




Determining core

« Various methods?
 Consensus is frequently used

» Variations in consensus methodology
application3#

* ldentifying the “experts”




Methodology consensus process
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Lecturers description of core curriculum

* Lecturer interviews —reflected diversity
 Thematic analysis
« Member checking

: - : “common content”
» Confirmability audit Commonality in
e Literature integration>19  curriculum themes

e Finalisation U
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Curriculum themes (46) - > 75%

Common curriculum themes -
lecturers & students

Lecturers Students

11- Labour/work/employment market
24% Job analysis 15: 33%

31; 67%

General work intervention strategies

MODAPTS introduction

National employment laws & policies

Voc rehab process

Work and unemployment

Reasonable accommodation

Skills development - clients with

m 75% and above disabilities m 75% and above
Below 75% 10. Work evaluation process Below 75%

35;
76%
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35;
76%

Lecturers

11;
24%

75% and above
Below 75%

Common curriculum themes (46) (< 75%)
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lecturers & students

Career development theories

Work preparation for LSENS

Case management

Medico-legal work - introduction
Occupational justice

Injury prevention programs

Job coaching as intervention strategy
Work study - introduction

Employment opportunities for OTs in VR

10 MODAPTS skill
11.Skills development for unemployed

people who are not disabled

12.Industrial therapy in long term psychiatry
13.International health laws & policies
14.International employment laws & policies

Students

31;
67%

75% and above
m Below 75%
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Lecturers
2: 15%

11; 85%

m 75% and above
m Below 75%

Practice placements (13)

75% and above

« Community based settings

* Learners with special
education needs - school
environment

Below 75%

* Private mental health settings

* Insurance settings

* Private physical rehab hosp
» Industrial settings

» Private practice settings

Students

8; 62%

m 75% and above
m Below 75%
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Evaluation methods (11)

Lecturers 75% and above Students
1: 9% * Valpar Work Component
Work Samples
Below 75%

» Joule FCE system

« Baltimore Therapeutic
Equipment (BTE)

« Matheson Work Bench

10; 91%

m 75% and above m 75% and above
m Below 75% E Below 75%
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Curriculum themes — publication audit

15; 33%

31;67%

B Common N Not-common




Additional publication themes

Unemployed youth — with and without disabilities
Malingering

ldentity construction and adaptive strategies
Informal economic occupations — street trading
Barriers and facilitators in RTW

Unique South African models
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Core curriculum
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In conclusion

Novel consensus process

Multiple data sources

« Three curriculum layers

« Publication audit

Co-constructed description of “core curriculum”
Commonality informed core themes

Limitations




Take home message

 Coreis part of the curriculum framework

- Emphasize collaborative curriculum development
- Institutional level

« Consensus and “outliers” —connected in
diversity?

* Nothing is constant, prefect or forever
« Collegial networking
e Curriculum publications




Research funding

* University of Pretoria Vice Chancellor Grant

* University of the Witwatersrand Faculty
Research Grant

* The Crouch Trust




References

1.
2.

3.

~N o

Jacobs, K.J. 1991. Occupational therapy work related programs and assessments, Boston: Little,
Brown and Company.

Hanekom, S.D., Unger, M., Cilliers, F. 2014. Deriving criteria by which to determine core curriculum
content: A high engagement process. African Journal of Health Professions Education, 6(2), 180-184.

Humphrey-Murto, S. Varpio, L. Wood, T.J. Gonsalves, C. Ufholz, L. Mascioli, K. Wand, C. Foth, T.
2017. The use of the Delphi and other consensus group methods in medical education research: A
review. Academic Medicine 92(10): 1491-1498.

Waggoner, J. Carline, J.D. and Dunning, S.J. 2016. Is there a consensus on consensus methodology?
Descriptions and recommendations for future consensus research. Academic Medicine 91(5): 663-
668.

Bandaranayake, R. 2000. The concept and practicability of a core curriculum in basic medical
education. Medical Teacher, 22, 560-563.

Dent, J. & Harden, R. M. 2013. A practical guide for medical teachers, Elsevier Health Sciences.

Edwards, M. M. & Bates, L. K. 2011. Planning's core curriculum: Knowledge, practice, and
implementation. Journal of planning Education and Research, 0739456X11398043.

Fraser, S. P. & Bosanquet, A. M. 2006. The curriculum? That’s just a unit outline, isn’t it? Studies in
Higher Education, 31, 269-284.

Haddad, D., Robertson, K., Cockburn, F., Helms, P., Mcintosh, N. & Olver, R. 1997. What is core?
Gwdellnes for the core currlculum in paedlatrlcs Medical educatlon 31, 354-358.

A Jan ou OrEQUEHICULIM rox.
Medlcal Educatlon 39, 680- 687 &, VUNBESITHI YA PRETORIA



Thank You

tania.buys@up.ac.za




