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This is the result of research financed by the CNPg/National Counsel of Scientific and Technological
Development/Ministry of Science and Technology/Brazil (July/2005/June/2008) that evaluated the
implementation of rehabilitation actions in the Strategy of Family Health(ESF)/Municipal Health Office
in the region of Sapopemba/Vila Prudente/Sao Paulo/Brazil (October/2000-December/2006).

The rehabilitational intervention began in October of 2000 with a staff of (3)physiotherapists,
(3)speech therapists, and (3)occupational therapists who developed actions in articulation with the
family health staffs. The objectives of this study were: to systematize and analyze the data of the
institutional documents of the ESF (2000/2006); analyze the implantation of rehabilitation actions in
the integral health care, according to technical staffs, users, families and people from the community
and research in the national and international literature rehabilitation experiences in basic care.
Method used:qualitative approach applied to health problems, considering the qualitative data
attached to the content analysis. As a result, the following was obtained: narration of the history of the
project implantation; making the specificities of its organization in the different years explicit;
identification of the results in the different health units(9) reached by the project; characterization of
the productivity; identification of the rehabilitation actions that facilitate its entireness; identification of
the rehabilitation actions that favor the dismantling of the social exclusion processes; identification of
interoffice actions and with the social movements for the handicapped/incapacitated population;
recommendations for the restructuring of the actions in the ESF. Thus, the experiment: radically broke
off with the rehabilitation proposals of traditional institutions as far as its organization and operating
mode; it is rich in successful organizational proposals; presents implementation diversity of
permanent educational processes; successfully develops diverse intervention actions; is concerned
with intersectorial work; partly guarantees users' access to the services; provides entireness in the
health actions; presents solid team work, with some shared actions among the diverse professionals
and attempts of interdisciplinary actions; maintains in the work space the discussion about equality
and humanization of the intervention practices, although still in an incipient manner. It is an
experiment that subsidizes thinking about the role of the Occupational Therapy in the community and
in Basic Care.



